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Abstract

A Study on Gyesa
—-focusing on [Seungjeongwon-IlgiCd-

Lee, KangUk

USeungjeongwon-Ilgillis a book in diary format recorded by Seungjeongwon. It contains
speeches, writings, and activities of kings and court functionaries. Gyesa is a type of an
official document which was used by the central administrative officials to make reports,
requests, and inquiries to the king. In the Sillok from the early period of the Joseon
Dynasty, Gyesa mainly conveys the general meaning of ‘words or contents of vassals
statement to the king’. After Joongjong, other than the general meaning, the usages for
specific documents were derived from it such as: ‘Chogi’; ‘Gyesa to be submitted at
Ahbang’; and ‘Gyesa to be submitted without attending Ahbang’. This writing is focusing
on the last two: ‘Gyesa to be submitted at Ahbang’; and ‘Gyesa to be submitted without
attending Ahbang’.

The forms of Gyesa are given in UKyujanggakjillcompiled in the Jeongjo period and
UEundaepyeongollin the Heonjong period. According to the forms stipulated in [IKyujanggakjil],
Gyesa from Kyujanggak is written out in hangseo and choseo by its functionary. The
beginning of it would be written in the style of being informed by the officials of
Kyujanggak. It would be ended in one of the three interrogatory forms: first, the one with
saying ‘how would we do?’ in the case of request; another with ‘I venture to inform you.’
in reporting; and the other with ‘I venture to inquire.” in the case of asking. These formats
can be found in the existing documents of Gyesa. At the end of Gyesa, like in Chogi,
dates and government posts were not filled in, and official seals were not affixed either.
The following are the features of forms of Gyesa in [ISeungjeongwon-llgil]. In Chogi, the
name of Seungji is recorded who submits the documents in order to get sanctioned by the
king. Unlike Chogi, at the top of Gyesa is written the name of a government office or that
of its official. Its style is also distinct from that of Chogi in respect that those who
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propose Gyesa are stating directly. The king's handling of Gyesa is recorded in Jeongyo,
Hahgyo, Bidap.

While Gyesa and Chogi take the largest amount of offical documents in [JSeungjeongwon-
llgild, most of the Gyesa consists of ‘Gyesa to be submitted without attending Ahbang’
from the government office headed by Dojejo. In the governments office without Dojejo, its
head official attends Ahbang in person to propose Gyesa to the king, which is called
‘Gyesa to be submitted at Ahbang’. The records in [JSeungjeongwon-Ilgil] shows that ‘Gyesa
to be submitted at Ahbang’ could be registered with an individual's name as well as with
the name of government offices. ‘Gyesa to be submitted without attending Ahbang’ is the
one that would be handed over directly from the office concerend without the head
official's attending Ahbang in Seungjeongwon. It would be performed after having been
asked to Seungji and Seungjeonsack. According to[1Seungjeongwon-Ilgil], some offices used
Gyesa in most cases, not Chogi. Seungjeongwon, Yakbang, and Yangsa are typical
examples of the offices. Besides them, Ibi and Byungbi also used Gyesa mainly. ‘Specific
Gyesa’ refers to Gyesa to be submitted under the names of several people when a specified
suggestion has occurred, which is also a kind of ‘Gyesa to be submitted without attending
Ahbang’. ‘Jeongcheonggyesa’, ‘Bincheonggyesa’, and ‘Woneuigyesa’ represent the specific
Gyesa.

‘Gyesa to be submitted at Ahbang” would be handed in at Ahbang in Seungjeongwon by
the head official from the office concerned in which the Gyesa has been written out into a
formal document. In the case of ‘Gyesa to be submitted without attending Ahbang’, the
office concerned makes a rough draft of Gyesa and transfers it to Seungji and Jooseo, who
would make a clean copy of the draft. After the procedure, Seungjeonsak would be fetched
to have it sanctioned by the king. Gyesa transffered to Seungjeongwon was adjudged one
of the following three: ‘to let in to be sanctioned by the king’; ‘to keep suspended at
Seungjeongwon’; or ‘to return Gyesa back’. Gyesa transferred to the king also received one
the three different results: ‘to get sanctioned by the king’; ‘to keep in custody without
sanctioning’; and ‘to return Gyesa back’. Bidap, the answer of the king on Gyesa, was

notified to Seungjeongwon through Seungjeonsak.

Keyword : Gyesa(®4#¥), Gyesa to be submitted at Ahbang(Vi)5i%#Ef), Gyesa to be
submittend without attending Ahbang(3}-5t J73/%fif), government office headed by
Dojejo( & iffl"]), government office headed by Jejo(fEififil"]), government
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office without Jejo(FF4&ilfEr™), to let in to be sanctioned by the king(AS%),
to keep suspended at Seungjeongwon(#4P:), to return Gyesa(iffi), to keep in
custody without sanctioning(£4H), Chogi(*iL)



