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<Abstract>
Format and Classification of the Sangso and Chaja

Lee, Kang-Wook *

The Sangso and Chaja are documents that were used by the government official to
express political opinions and personal opinions to the king. The documents were
considered private in that those documents were used to convey the opinions of the
individuals to the king. The Sangso began to be used from the Three Kingdoms period
and was used throughout the Goryeo and Joseon Dynasties. The Chaja began to be
confirmed from the Goryeo Dynasty, but it has been used in earnest since the Joseon
Dynasty. Since the Sangso and Chaja were the main means of communication between
the king and government officials, it seems that the nobleman of the Joseon Dynasty
learned style and formality through ZAH¥HEE a reference book of Sangso and Chaja.

The provisions of the texts of the Sangso and Chaja are not confirmed until the latter
part of the Joseon Dynasty. Among them, the document form of the Sangso and Chaja,
prescribed in the book, HALHA authored by HfUH during the era of King Jung-jo, is
classified as introduction, body and closing as follows.

The Sangso wrote job title with official ranking title, full name, conventional phrase
in the introduction, and wrote fKLL in the body in the order of the preface, body, and
closing. At the end, era name with year, month and date, job title, family name were
written followed by signature.

The Chaja wrote job title and full name in the introduction but did not write
conventional phrase, different from the Sangso. In the body, fALL was written followed
by preface, body, and closing. At the end, era name with year, month and date were
written without job title and family name. Among them, the preface was limited in the
scope and duration of the government officials for use.

According to whether the writer is singular or plural, the Sangso was divided into a

* Tnstitute for Daily Records of Royal Secretariat of Chosun Dynasty of Korea.
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single Sangso and a combined Sangso, and depending on the contents, a private Sangso
and a public Sangso.

In the case of private Sangso, there is a resignation Sangso when a government
official resigns from the public post. There is also a retirement Sangso when an officer
resigns from the public post and retires from the political circle. There is also ZAlEi
when an officer of the central government office asks for the appointment of the head
of the local office to take care of parents in the country. There is also f&H G when an
officer leaves the palace door without the permission of the king. There is also 75 |#fFi
when an officer cannot hold the position due to public criticism and accusation of other
incidents. There is also % #FFi when a Confucian scholar, who is not in the political
circle, writes H.7FF without the official title. There is also # 5% when an officer is
in the period of mouming due to parent's death. There is also #3EBi when a present
or former officer, committed a crime or accused of crimes, writes a letter without the
job title at the beginning.

In the case of public Sangso, there is SZhi when a public officer writes his
opinion on political issues. There is also MEEHE when a former or present officer or
Confucian scholar writes a letter to give advice, living up to the King's expectation.
There is also #&LHi when an official except 5'FE writes a letter to the king in relation
to his duty. There is also f#*E5it when a Confucian scholar writes a letter. In addition,
there is also JRiEHE when a government offical in the countryside writes a letter
through the residing prefecture and province.

It was also possible to divide the Chaja into singular Chaja or combined Chanja
according to the writer, as in the case of Sangso. In the case of Chaja, the scope was
limited compared to the Sangso, thus, only K and the King's father-in-law, =& and
E4 could write a letter.

A KE was allowed to mention private matters such as resignation, retirement,
self-reproach, and public matters such as current affair, answer to the king’s request, etc.
In addition, the K was allowed to write a Chaja in the name of %1 or E3EE
through prefecture and province. £# was not allowed to write a Chaja in private
matters but only allowed to write public matters such as current affair, answer to the

king’s request, J& &, etc. &k, as in the case of Fi, was not allowed to write a



Lgiot givel ¥4 2 #5183

Chaja on private matters and was allowed to write public matters such as current affair,

answer to the king’s request, etc.

Key Words : Job title with official ranking title, Job title, retirement, geolgun,
gyeongchul, inhyum, chomang, choto, bujoe, econsa, eungji, jipye,

Confucian scholar, county-province



